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	Women’s History Month



	Clara Barton  "The Angel of the Battlefield”
Clara Barton was born on Christmas day in 18 21 in Oxford, Massachusetts.   At age 15, Barton began teaching. In 1854, she moved to Washington, D.C.  Her war service began in April of 1861, with the arrival in Washington of the Sixth Massachusetts Regiment which had lost its supplies in battle, Barton went to work to replenish their supplies.  At the time in the nation, the nursing profession did not yet exist nor did the military have a reliable system of supplying some basic needs of soldiers.  After the disastrous battle of Bull Run, Barton advertised for provisions in a newspaper and, when the public sent huge amounts, established a distributing agency. In 1862 she got government permission to accompany the sick soldiers in any direction. After the Civil War, she was active with civil rights movements and women’s suffrage protests. 
In 1869, Barton went to Europe for rest but soon found herself in the midst of the Franco-Prussian conflict. Barton volunteered with the International Red Cross, distributing supplies in France and Germany. In 1873, she returned home with the Iron Cross of Merit from the German Emperor. She also returned with a plan for an American Red Cross. Barton lobbied the public and Congress and her efforts were successful. In 1881, the National Society of the Red Cross was organized. John D. Rockefeller gave money to create a national headquarters. Barton became its first president and held that position for 23 years. In 1904, at the age of 82, she resigned her post. She died at age 91 in 1912.  (based on the NAHC.org profile of Clara Barton)
Mary Breckinridge             

Mary Breckinridge was born to privilege in 1881.  Her childhood was spent in Russia and Europe and she learned to speak French fluently.  She married but sadly her young husband died.  She remarried and had two children.  Tragically, she lost her children and her second marriage dissolved into divorce.  At this point, she teetered on the brink.  
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She was brought back to life when she made the fateful decision to save other children by becoming a nurse in 1907.  When World War I broke out, she and other American nurses volunteered to go to Europe as part of the American Committee for Devastated France.  There she found starving children in France. Breckinridge and other nurses went to work and saved thousands.  

At the age of 43, Mrs. Breckinridge returned to England to study midwifery since no course was offered in the United States. She trained at the British Hospital for Mothers and Babies and obtained her certificate from the Central Midwives Board.  Later after returning to the U.S., she volunteered to go to Kentucky then a state horribly impoverished.  First alone, she acted as a nurse on horseback to hundreds there. Then after calling for nurses from as far away as Scotland, the Frontier Nursing Service began.  It grew to operate nursing outposts through the Appalachians, with nurses riding on horseback to reach isolated families.  By 1931, there were six outposts and a hospital.  The nurses saved thousands from diphtheria and other diseases.  Breckinridge died in 1965.  The Frontier Nursing Service still exists today.  (Based on the work of Rosemary Wells and the Frontier Nursing Service’s website) For more information, see frontiernursing.org 
Virginia Hall

Fluent in French, Hall was an American living in Europe when the Nazis invade France in 1940.  She also was an amputee.  Early in the occupation, she fled to London where she was recruited by the secret British paramilitary service, the Special Operations Executive, becoming its first female field operative.  She snuck back into France and worked there for 15 months before the Gestapo closed in on her.  She escaped on foot across the Pyrenees mountains into Spain. 
Back in London, she joined the American Office of Strategic Services — the precursor to the CIA — and returned to France in 1944, disguised as an elderly peasant. Her teams destroyed bridges, derailed freight trains and killed scores of German soldiers.    . 
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Britain honored her with an Order of the British Empire (OBE) however it was never presented to her.  Hall disappeared after the war and died in 1982 at age 78.  In 2006, the certificate that went with her OBE medal was awarded to her surviving family members.  The OBE had sat in a vault for more than 50 years because the British government was unable to track her down.  (Based an Associated Press article by Ben Nuckols)

For more information on Virginia Hall, read Judith Pearson’s biography, Wolves at the Door: The True Story of America's First Female Spy.

Judith Vladeck

An attorney, Vladeck’s career began after she graduated in 1947 with a law degree from Columbia University.  She was one of 26 women in a graduating class of 174.   She would go to work for the only company that would hire women.  Later she was a partner in her own law firm. 

In her career, she fought on behalf of women, winning prominent sex discrimination cases.  Many cases were against financial services companies which for many years have been hotbeds of sex discrimination allegations. In one case in 1983, she stood up to corporate attorneys of Western Electric and won a major equal pay case for women.  In another victorious case in the financial services industry, the settlement created a $6 million executive training program for women at Chase Manhattan, now JP Morgan Case & Company. Vladeck died in January 2007.  

June Bundy Csida

In the early 1970s, when discussing rape was taboo and few victims reported the crime, Jude Bundy Csida and her husband, Joseph Csida, broke all taboos on the subject and wrote Rape: How to Avoid It and What to Do If You Can't.  Their goal was to expose rape as "the number one crime against women."  Before their work, the public was largely silent on rape and services to rape victims were nearly nonexistent.  Protection to rape victims in the U.S. legal system also was nearly nonexistent. She wrote several books alone and with her husband.  

Csida was born in Los Angeles and received a degree from Los Angeles City College. She began a career in entertainment. She worked as a publicist and later ran her own publicity agency with Auriel Macfie.  In 1948, Csida was hired as a reporter for Billboard magazine, where she wrote reviews. At Billboard she met and married the magazine's editor in chief, who would later become vice president of Capitol Records and RCA Records. In later years, the couple joined the National Organization for Women.  Csida used her Hollywood contacts to help the organization. She died of cancer in 2006 at age 83.

Enolia P. McMillan

Enolia McMillan's life was dedicated to equality and education. She was born in 1904 to a father (John Pettigen) who had suffered through slavery. She became a teacher in 1927 and quickly became a crusader for equal pay for black teachers and better schools for black students. In 1935, she helped to reactivate the Baltimore chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and remained an active force in it for more than 50 years. Eventually, she became the first female president of the national NAACP.  McMillan died in 2006 at age 102.

Electra Search Johnson

After a year of college then spending a summer in France, she returned to the U.S. aboard the schooner Wanderbird. Along the way, she met and fell in love with ship’s mate, Irving McClure Johnson.  They married in 1932 and became sailing pioneers, introducing youth to the art and discipline of sailing.  On their own schooner, they circled the globe three times before World War II. Among their adventures were searching for Amelia Earhart and finding the remains of Baroness von Wagner.  They also discovered uncharted South Sea Islands.  After WWII, the couple led young people on world voyages. They also wrote six books on their seafaring lifestyle and numerous National Geographic articles on the sea.  In 1958, they switched from world voyages to exploring European waterways until 1975.  They also volunteered with Girl Scout Mariners in New England near their home.  Late in life, Johnson helped to fund two sailing ships of the nonprofit Los Angeles Maritime Institute.  The tall ships of the TopSail program  sail to benefit at-risk youths. She died in 2006 at age 95. (based on article by Myrna Oliver)




