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Many Americans are surprised to learn the rich history of Asian Americans. Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have participated in American history from its early beginnings and conflicts. Though they were denied citizenship much the same as African-Americans, they were loyal to the United States. Among the first immigrants to the United States from Japan and China, there were harsh stories of exploitation. These immigrants suffered from discrimination and mistreatment not unlike African-Americans who were held as slaves. Asians and Pacific Islanders were often relegated to live in slum areas and the only jobs they often could get were as indentured servants in mines and other hard labor jobs. The treatment often was little better than slavery. 
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John Lim 

John Lim of the Oregon House of Representatives is the longest serving Korean American politician in the U.S. He immigrated to the U.S. as a young man expecting to become a minister.  After the Korean War, Lim’s father was executed by the Korean government on suspicion of being a communist.  He immigrated in 1966 and went to study at the Western Evangelical Seminary in Oregon after getting his bachelor’s degree at the Seoul Theological College.  He became a citizen in 1976.  Instead of continuing in the ministry, he became a business owner.  His biggest success was a welfare reform bill in 1992 that reduced unemployment by offering job training and daycare.  Welfare recipients were reduced by 50 percent.  Based on a Korea Herald article b y Victoria Cook 
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Queen Lydia Paki Liliuokalani 

On January 29, 1891 Lydia Paki Liliuokalani became queen of the Hawaiian islands after the death of her brother King Kalakaua.  American biunessman Sanford Dole, backed by the US Marines,deposed the queen two years latter.  In 1900 the Republic of Hawaii was organized into a US territory.  She died at her Honolulu estate in 1917 at age 79 after having spent the last 17 years of her life petitioning the federal government for justice.  
Latin American Internees

After the attack on Pearl Harbor, President Roosevelt order the internment of Japanese citizens in certain states.  Americans often do not know that others were impacted.  Lation Americans of Japanese ancestry were also seized.  About 2200 people who were citizens of several South and Central American countries were taken to a detention camp in Crystal City, TX.  Japanese citizens living in Latin America also were seized.  They were to be used to exchange for Americans held in Asia by the Japanese.  (based on a CNN web article dated March 11, 1997)
Ravi Singh

Ravi Singh is the son of immigrant parents.  He first entered public service when at age 14 he was told he could not wear his Sikh turban to the Marmion USA military Academy. He petitioned then-President Ronald Reagan who intervened.  He graduated as a second lieutenant in then ran for political office.  He worked on campaigns across the U.S. as a political advisor, along the way he authored two books on leadership and campaign strategies (Leadership by Turban is one).  Singh is the founder and CEO of Election Mall Technologies which became a company to watch according to Business Week magazine.  In 2006, Singh was commissioned as a Kentucky Colonel by the governor of Kentucky; the honor is granted to individuals who make significant contributions to society.  Singh joined the ranks of Bill Clinton, Muhammad Ali and Winston Churchill.  

Grace Lee Boggs 

Born in 1915 in Providence, RI, Grace Lee Boggs survived the urgings of waiters in her father’s Chinese restaurant to abandon the fussy baby on a hillside, an unfortunate Chinese custom of handling unwanted baby girls.  She went on to earn a doctorate in philosophy at Bryn Mawr and moved to Detroit.  

She married a black auto worker, James Boggs.  Boggs proposed on their first date and they remained happily married for 40 years until his death.  Together they spoke, wrote books, and organized for civil rights and the poor.  In later years, in 1992 she organized the widely praised program Detroit Summer which put 50 or so young people to work each summer in city neighborhoods, working on community projects.  In 1998 she published her autobiography Living for Change.  Based on an article by 
Francisco Dy, M.D. 

Dr. Dy, a Filipino immigrant, left John Hopkins University to join the army as a battalion surgeon shortly after the attack on Pearl Harbor.  He was sent to Papua, New Guinea to work as a malariologist.  At the time, malaria was taking its toll on U.S. troops.  Dr. Dy experimented with aircraft spraying insecticides.  The work was successful and Dr. Dy was awarded the Legion of Merit.  Afterwards he was promoted and transferred to MacArthur’s headquarters to become the deputy chief public health officer.  He received another Legion of Merit for planning and implementing medical and public health programs in the Philippines.  The Philippine Government also awarded him the Distinguished Service Star.  Dr. Dy’s work resulted in the establishment of 1,000 dispensaries and 100 hospitals. 

Fred Korematsu
Fred Korematsu challenged WWII internment orders.  Friends and family turned their backs on him because they thought he was a trouble maker.  He was arrested, convicted of violating the order and sent to the internment camp.  The Supreme Court upheld his conviction in December 1944 agreeing that the internments were justified to combat sabotage and espionage.  Korematsu helped win a national apology and reparations for interment survivors in 1988.  He was honored by President Clinton in 1992 with the nation’s highest civil honor, the Presidential Medal of Freedom.  Shortly before his death, he worked on protecting the rights of Arab Americans.  
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