
Asian-Americans have served the nation in a variety of ways from helping to defend the Union during the Civil War through breakthrough in science and technology.  There is a rich and unexplored history of Asian-Americans and Pacific Islanders to discover. 
  based on articles by Yuri Kochiyama and  Brian Chow

	
	

	The First Japanese Immigrant Church Founders in U.S. (Sho-Chiku-Bai: Japanese-American Congregationalists) (contains excerpts from an article by Clifford Alika and Miya Okawara) 

The first Japanese immigrants were laborers called the Issei (first generation).  By the 1870s more and more Japanese were coming to America, especially to study. In 1872 four Japanese students began meeting at the Third Congregational Church in San Francisco.   A Caucasian woman, an active member of the church's Women's Mission Society, offered to hold a Bible study class and an English-language class for them. But the church had no room for "orientals."  They eventually found space in the basement of the Chinese Methodist Mission.  The Japanese did not speak the Chinese language. Nonetheless, because they were "orientals," they were sent to an "oriental" church. In the months and years that followed a sign on the basement door announcing the English-language class attracted more Japanese students. In 1876 ten students were baptized by a Methodist missionary. The following year, thirty-five students, led by Kanichi Miyama, organized the Japanese Gospel Society. Thus with the support of the Congregational Women's Mission Society the genesis of the first Japanese Christian church in the United States was formed by students meeting in the basement of the Chinese Methodist Mission. Between 1885 and 1926 fifteen Japanese American churches came into being.  The Japanese Congregational Church continued its work in internment camps, conducting services behind barbed wire.   

	Joseph Hardy Neesima 
The First Japanese Evangelical minister
Japanese American Congregationalism begins with a Japanese youth named Neesima Jo. Born in Tokyo on January 14, 1843, he was ten years old when Commodore Matthew Perry first entered the Bay of Yedo in Japan. Neesima became fascinated with American society after he found an atlas describing free education, the Presidents and the governmental structure.  God intervened when he later found a small Chinese Bible. He yearned to learn about Christianity and the United States. In 1864, Neesima stowed away on an American schooner. On board, he was discovered but befriended by Alpheus Hardy, a Christian merchant who was deeply interested in mission work. Hardy employed the young Neesima and Neesima took on the name Joseph Hardy Neesima. On arrival in Boston, Hardy immediately enrolled Neesima in the Phillips Academy at Andover, Massachusetts. The youth later graduated from Amherst College  and went on  to Andover Theological Seminary, graduating in the summer of 1874. 

Neesima was ordained as the first Japanese Evangelical minister. He was appointed as a corresponding member of the Japan Mission of the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. In December of 1874 Neesima began preparations to return to Japan. Through contributions of U.S. congregations, he founded what is now Doshisha University, a Christian university in Kyoto, Japan.


	John Lim

John Lim of the Oregon House of Representatives, longest serving Korean American politician in the U.S. He immigrated to the U.S. as a young man expecting to become a minister.  After the Korean War, Lim’s father was executed by the Korean government on suspicion of being a communist.  He immigrated in 1966 and went to study at the Western Evangelical Seminary in Oregon after getting his bachelor’s degree at the Seoul Theological College.  He became a citizen in 1976.  Instead of continuing in the ministry, he became a business owner.  Then he entered politics. His biggest success was a welfare reform bill in 1992 that reduced unemployment by offering job training and daycare.  Welfare recipients were reduced by 50 percent.  (Based on a Korea Herald article b y Victoria Cook )
Gary Karose  “Peace or Else”

Gary Kurose was born Dec. 21, 1952. As a pre-teen, he participated in civil-rights demonstrations with his family. He became a Black Panther as a teenager (he was one of just a few Asian American Black Panthers). With the Black Panthers, Kurose worked on the breakfast program and marched in rallies. He skipped classes to attend demonstrations for Indian fishing rights.  Kurose never married nor had any kids. However, he dedicated his life to children. Kurose became an ordained priest; but rather than preaching at kids, Kurose would buy them lunch and talk to them one-on-one. He found jobs and housing for young men trying to shake gang affiliations. He found scholarships for others.  Kurose worked for the last 10 years at the Center for Career Alternatives, where he developed an anti-violence program for young people and counseled at-risk youths.  He died in 2003 of cancer. (based on article by Carol Vu) 


	Molly Phillip
Molly Phillip is an Indian immigrant. She converted to Christianity in India and later immigrated to the U.S. with her husband and children. She is a registered nurse who had received help from a Christian mission to go to school.  She pledged to help when she became financially able.  Working two full-time jobs, Phillip established an orphanage in India, sending more than $1,000 monthly back for the care of 30 orphans.  She formed a foundation which ultimately built a school and a larger orphanage.  The orphanage now houses boys and girls. In a newspaper interview, Phillip said “I want to do everything I can, while I can. Life doesn't last forever, and if you can help someone else, it makes you closer to God." 
Philip Tong Chu

Phillip Tong Chu was born in Honolulu in 1918. He received his B.S. degree from the University of Hawaii in 1940, and his M.D. degree from Pennsylvania Medical School of St. John's University in Shanghai, China, in 1944. He served his internship at St. Luke's Hospital in Shanghai 1943-1944. As part of the WWII reconstruction from 1945-1947, Dr. Chu was Regional Medical Officer for the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration, China Division.  Chu worked in a variety of positions as physician and medical administrator ranging from positions on the mainland in the North and Indian Reservations to his native Hawaii.  He was deeply religious and actively involved in the advancement of medical education in Taiwan and elsewhere in the Far East. He died in 1970 after having been involved in relief work as well as educational development including work on the Board of Directors of the fledging community college of Kapiolani, HI.



	Sammy Lee

Sammy Lee was born to Korean immigrants Soonkee and Eunkee Rhee. His parents converted to Christianity when they left Korea.  Lee was born Samuel Rhee but his last name changed to Lee.  Lee grew up troubled by the stories he had heard of his parents’ flight from Japanese-occupied pre-WWII Korea and later experienced some discrimination at school. Angry, he was guided to a new path when he was taught to dive by a young African-American boy at an integrated public pool in California.  He excelled at diving throughout grade school. As his diving ability grew so did his academic ability and social skills.  At one point, his classmates suggest he run for class president but he was asked by the principal not to run because “no nonwhite had ever held the position.” He did run and won.  Later, he was chosen class valedictorian.  In diving competitions, Lee became known as the “Yellow Peril from the Pacific Coast” and was expected to be a dominant figure in the Olympics but the 1940 Olympics were cancelled due to the war.  The attack on Pearl Harbor helped to resurface his bias against Japanese; however, he overcame it when he witnessed the suffering of fellow college students who were Japanese and sent to internment camps.  He graduated from college and went on to medical school, joined the army and served in military hospitals and continued to compete in diving.  He was relieved of army hospital duties to training for the 1948 London Olympics.  He became the first Asian American to win Olympic gold. He also won at the 1952 Helsinki Olympic Games.  Later he became coach for the U.S. women in the 1960 Rome Olympics.   

	Troy Aumua Polamalu

Troy Polamalu, an American Samoan, grew up amid the chaos of Los Angeles gangs and poverty.  After some initial trouble, his mother sent him to live in Oregon with an uncle, Salu Polamalu.  Eventually, Troy was adopted by his uncle after accepting an ultimatum; follow traditional Samoan ways or leave.  For his uncle that meant following Samoan traditions including devout Christian values.  

Today, an NFL star with the Pittsburgh Steelers, Polamalu calls himself a man committed to faith and to respect for others. Teammates uniformly admire him for his skills and total commitment as a player, and for his faith. He prays often during a game, not for success, he will say, but for a game to be played without injury to either side. Polamalu and his wife, Theodora, are active with charity work and live humbly and well below their means in the Pittsburgh area. Polamalu has said that it doesn't matter whether he is Protestant or Catholic, and that his faith is defined by his love of Jesus and his prayerful way of life. (based on articles by wiipedia and Jim Klobuchar)
* * * * * Dedication * * * * *

This celebration of Asian American – Pacific Islander history is dedicated to the Shouters of China.  Atheist communist leaders of China call Chinese Christians shouters.  Many Christians in China are forced to worship in hiding.  Those who worship openly must use the official Bible approved by the Chinese government.  Those who violate government rules face imprisonment which often includes torture.  Possessing the unauthorized, unedited version of the Bible is punishable by Chinese law. 


